
AMHERST COLLEGE
Amherst, Massachusetts  (Founded 1821)
Undergraduate — 1,618  Graduate — 0  Total Student Population — 1,618
Faculty — 188  Staff — 565 Total Campus Population — 2,371
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 1,656  Graduate/Married — 0  Faculty — 0
Buildings —1,910,000 gsf  Land — 981 acres  Parking — 1,112 spaces

SALISBURY UNIVERSITY
Salisbury, Maryland  (Founded 1925)
Undergraduate — 6,199  Graduate — 617  Total Student Population — 6,816
Faculty — 498  Staff — 869  Total Campus Population — 8,183
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 1,694  Graduate/Married — 0  Faculty —0
Buildings — 1,444,989 gsf  Land — 145 acres  Parking — 3,022 spaces

ARCADIA UNIVERSITY
Glenside, Pennsylvania  (Founded 1853)
Undergraduate — 1,666  Graduate — 788  Total Student Population — 2,454
Faculty — 192  Staff — 229  Total Campus Population — 2,875
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 1,067  Graduate/Married — 0  Faculty — 0
Buildings — 635,721 gsf  Land — 60 acres  Parking — 841 spaces

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Washington, District of Columbia  (Founded 1893) 
Undergraduate — 5,870  Graduate — 5,231  Total Student Population — 11,571
Faculty — 1,052  Staff — 1,418  Total Campus Population — 14,041
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 3,264  Graduate/Married — 258  Faculty — 1
Buildings — 3,021,793 gsf  Land — 85 acres  Parking — 2,525 spaces  

UNIVERSITY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Charlottetown, PE Canada  (Founded 1969)
Undergraduate — 3,622  Graduate — 128  Total Student Population — 3,750
Faculty — 300  Staff — 400  Total Campus Population — 4,450 
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 330  Graduate/Married — 0  Faculty — 0
Buildings — 833,520 gsf  Land — 137 acres  Parking — 1320 spaces

TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY-SAN MARCOS
San Marcos, Texas  (Founded 1899, 1st classes 1903)
Undergraduate — 21,974  Graduate — 4,332  Total Student Population — 26,306
Faculty — 1,059  Staff — 2,129  Total Campus Population — 29,494
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 5,370  Graduate/Married — 320  Faculty — 0
Buildings — 4,650,600 gsf  Land — 5,382 acres  Parking — 11,449 spaces         

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS, HOUSTON
Houston, Texas  (Founded 1947)
Undergraduate — 1,907  Graduate — 1,067  Total Student Population — 2,9744
Faculty — 341  Staff — 150  Total Campus Population — 3,465  
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 400 Graduate/Married — 0  Faculty — 0
Buildings — 443,781 gsf  Land — 23 acres  Parking — 1,440 spaces

Our thanks to the colleges and universities that provided maps and information.  All campus plans have been photographically or electronically reproduced to the same approximate scale and are intended for comparative use only.
Recognizing that errors are inevitable, we apologize for any inaccuracies.  ©2004 Ayers/Saint/Gross.  Concept – Jim Wheeler; Research & Statistics – Francesca Coviello and Matthew Fitzsimmons

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
New York, New York  (Founded 1754)
Undergraduate — 17,784  Graduate — 5,638  Total Student Population — 23,422
Faculty — 3,145  Staff — 5,494  Total Campus Population — 32,061
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 5,000  Graduate/Married — 5,800  Faculty — 0
Buildings — 6,699,161 gsf  Land — 59 acres  Parking — 693 spaces

COMPARING CAMPUSES

Baltimore, Maryland    •    Phone: 410.347.8500    •    E-mail: jwheeler@asg-architects.com

Anyone who has visited any of the great college and university campuses has a visceral understanding of the 

scale and proportion that makes open space memorable. While we are able to recall individual elements of 

a campus, it is difficult to mentally compare the proportions or scale of an entire campus without graphic 

tools. We have assembled this collection as a tool for other college and university planners in the belief that 

shared memories and understanding of existing great spaces will lead to the creation of even better spaces 

in which to live and learn in the future. Our 2004 poster adds eleven more examples to our collection of 

college and university campus plans. This year’s poster represents a cross section of large and small; public and 

private; and urban, suburban, and rural institutions. Visit our website at www.asg-architects.com to compare our 

collection of one hundred and forty-two campuses side-by-side.

 0 125 250 500 1000 2000

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
Washington, DC  (Founded 1789)
Undergraduate —6,400  Graduate — 6,400  Total Student Population — 12,800
Faculty — 1,100  Staff — N/A  Total Campus Population — 13,900
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 5,064  Graduate/Married — 0  Faculty — 0
Buildings — 6,500,886 gsf  Land — 104 acres  Parking — 4,080 spaces

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY
Winston-Salem, North Carolina  (Founded 1834)
Undergraduate — 4,037  Graduate — 2,407  Total Student Population — 6,444
Faculty — 443  Staff — 1,236  Total Campus Population — 8,123
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 3,019  Graduate/Married — 0  Faculty — 72
Buildings — 2,676,490 gsf  Land — 320 acres  Parking — 4,418 spaces

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
Norman, Oklahoma  (Founded 1890)
Undergraduate — 20,271  Graduate — 4,229  Total Student Population — 24,500
Faculty — 2,987  Staff — 7,435  Total Campus Population — 34,922  
On-Campus Housing:  Undergrad — 5,800  Graduate/Married — n/a  Faculty — 6
Buildings — 9,006,360 gsf  Land — 3,136 acres  Parking — 13,000 spaces
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Our thanks to the colleges and universities that provided maps and information.  All campus plans have been photographically or electronically reproduced to the same approximate scale and are intended for comparative use only.
Recognizing that errors are inevitable, we apologize for any inaccuracies.  ©2004 Ayers/Saint/Gross.  Concept – Dhiru Thadani;  Research & Statistics – Sean Dougherty and Sarah Lewis.  For more information, please visit http://www.asg-architects.com/townplanning.html

COLLEGE TOWNS

Baltimore, Maryland    •    Phone: 410.347.8500    •    E-mail: jwheeler@asg-architects.com

As integral to one’s college experience as the major chosen, is the community, physical environment, and 

character of the place in which the student learns.  Adjacent to most institutions small commercial districts 

ofton evolve to meet the needs of students and faculty.  These districts mature into endearing places that 

help define a student’s college expereince and provide the backdrop for some of their fondest memories.  

Many times, it is the first destination for an alumnus upon return.  Complimenting the academic commu-

nity and developing a life of their own, these places often become as important to a university’s reputation 

as the courses of study offered and the accomplishments of its graduates.  To better understand what makes 

these districts rich and so vital, and how they relate to and support their adjacent institutions, we have 

conducted this comparison of college towns.  The diagrams and statistics below are a portion of our larger 

Comparing College Towns study.  The circle overlaid on the plan represents a 1/2 mile diameter. 

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
 Lexington, Kentucky (Founded 1865)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

— 260,512
—   24,791
—   17,354
—     7,437

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   35,619
—   10,828
— 103,400 

DUKE UNIVERSITY
Durham, North Caolina (Founded 1855)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

— 179,212 
—   10,800
—     6,300
—     4,500

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   15,010
—     5,210
— 103,400 

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
 Hanover, New Hampshire (Founded 1769)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—     9,530
—     5,500
—     4,300
—     1,200 

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   10,152
—     4,652
— 272,000

MIAMI OF OHIO UNIVERSITY
 Oxford, Ohio (Founded 1809)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—     8,500
—   16,000
—   14,800
—     1,200

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   19,500
—     3,500
— 240,000 

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
 Athens, Georgia (Founded 1785)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—   89,458
—   29,693
—   23,236
—     6,457 

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage         

—   38,862
—     9,169
— 664,000 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Princeton, New Jersey (Founded 1746)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—   12,198
—     6,351
—     4,600
—     1,751  

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   14,002
—     7,651
— 480,000

CORNELL UNIVERSITY
Ithaca, New York (Founded 1865)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—   29,401
—   19,660
—   13,669
—     5,991  

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   22,967
—   3,3037
— 281,160

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
Chapel Hill, North Carolina (Founded 1789)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—   43,336
—   21,085
—   14,321
—     6,764

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   30,134
—     9,049
— 469,200

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
College Park, Maryland (Founded 1856)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—   24,659
—   34,160
—   25,099
—     9,061

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   47,279
—   12,478
— 225,000

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINA
Charlottesville,Virginia  (Founded 1819)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—   36,815
—   16,649
—   12,489
—     4,160 

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   27,156
—   10,507
— 672,000

PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
State College, Pennsylvania (Founded 1855)

Total Town Population
Total Town Student Population 
Undergraduate
Graduate

—   39,071
—   40,127
—   31,091
—     9,036  

Total Campus Population 
Faculty/Staff
Commercial Square Footage

—   50,170
—   10,043
— 509,000
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